Christ Church Cathedral
and St Peter’s Hamilton
52 Church Street, Newcastle

148 Denison Street

Welcome to worship today, especially all who are visiting
Weekly News Sunday 21 March 2021
FIFTH Sunday in LENT

Medieval stained glass Madonna feeding the Christ child, St Nicholas Cathedral Newcastle upon Tyne.

Today’s
8.00am: Eucharist
Presider: The Reverend Philip Thirlwell
Preacher: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean

10.00am: Choral Eucharist
Presider: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean
Preacher: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean

6.00pm: Choral Evensong
Officiant and Preacher: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean
You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXyas2uhJUNOnDetOpPdUOg
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/christchurchcathedralnewcastle/

Dear Parish Family,
This week marks some sobering first anniversaries: on the 18th March 2020, I wrote
saying that public worship had been suspended; on the 19th March 2020 we broadcast
our first recorded online service; and on the 23rd March 2020, I closed the cathedral
doors, in line with the Prime Minister’s directive that places of worship were to close.
Thanks to our Director of Music, Peter Guy, and the staff and volunteers in the office,
we soon sent out hundreds of Morning and Evening prayer resources. Robert
Gummow supplied the knowledge, expertise, and equipment, to enable us to
continue to provide recorded online services. We all encountered a very steep
learning curve, recording services and navigating technology.1
Thanks to you all, to our Parish Council and our Board, to all our staff and volunteers,
especially Susan Edwards who has enabled the shop to keep operating, for all the
ways in which you responded and supported the parish over this past year. We know
that we are not out of the pandemic season yet, but we have much for which to be
thankful.
So with all these anniversaries in mind, it was singularly appropriate and significant
that we welcomed the Christ Church Camerata back last Sunday. The amazing
attendance at this concert demonstrated both support and how much the Camerata
has been missed! On Monday, I was delighted to welcome the members of ADFAS
(Australian Decorative & Fine Arts Society) to the Cathedral for a fascinating lecture
by Julian Bickersteth, ‘Frayed at the Edges’, about the work of conservation and the
arts.
You
can
watch
the
lecture
here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tpPmv7l6MJ8&t=1939s and please contact
Judy Wotton if you would like more information about becoming a member.
This week we also hosted students from Bishop Tyrrell Anglican College for their
annual Bishop Tyrrell Day Celebration. Weekly Newcastle Grammar School Chapel
services also resumed at the start of this term, and I’m thankful to the school
leadership for enabling us to host multiple chapel services so that all the students
have the opportunity to worship.
Please Note: The Annual General Meeting of the Cathedral Parish will be on Sunday
28th March, at 4.00pm, at the Cathedral. Nomination forms are available at both the
Cathedral and St Peter’s and are to be submitted to the Parish Office by close of
business on Wednesday 24th March.
1

Special shout out to our daughter Elizabeth who, for a brief time, became the YouTube
consultant to the senior leadership team, and to our son Thomas in Melbourne, who
recorded readings at short notice!

You can continue to join our online services (and revisit our very early ones!) on the
Cathedral YouTube
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXyas2uhJUNOnDetOpPdUOg . Also, you can
listen to our choir on the Choir YouTube channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj1uCQsfG7Ek4NLW_SJzvRQ , and read the
choir blogger’s reflections on Saturday afternoons here:
https://newcastlecathedralchoir.wordpress.com/ .

Finally, this week also marks the anniversary of the first poem that I sent with a
pastoral letter. That poem was one by Catherine of Siena called ‘The Sanctuary’.
Twelve months on, no Catherine of Siena this week (though on Monday at the March
4 Justice rally, I had her words “We've had enough exhortations to be silent. Cry out
with a thousand tongues - I see the world is rotten because of silence.” ringing
through my mind). Instead a poem by another favourite, Madeleine L’Engle. I, who
also live by words, identify with wordlessness, and find that this poem resonates
deeply with me. And whilst not intended, it continues the theme from Duffy’s poem
last week on unvoiced prayer.
Word
I, who live by words, am wordless when
I try my words in prayer. All language turns
To silence. Prayer will take my words and then
Reveal their emptiness. The stilled voice learns
To hold its peace, to listen with the heart
To silence that is joy, is adoration.
The self is shattered, all words torn apart
In this strange patterned time of contemplation
That, in time, breaks time, breaks words, breaks me,
And then, in silence, leaves me healed and mended.
I leave, returned to language, for I see
Through words, even when all words are ended.
I, who live by words, am wordless when
I turn me to the Word to pray. Amen.

Madeleine L’Engle 1918-2007

With my thanks and prayers.
Dean Katherine
Ps: Please share this email with others who would like to hear news of the parish.
To receive our weekly mailings, please contact the Cathedral Office
cathedral@newcastlecathedral.org.au to be placed on the email or mail out list.

From the Director of Music...
It has been a busy couple of weeks for the choir, and my apologies for missing my
usual input into the pew sheet last week! I would like to start my notes this week
with a little "plug" for Tenebrae, which this year will be held at 6pm on Palm
Sunday evening (28th March). It is a beautifully reflective liturgy with readings
from scripture interspersed with psalmody, choral responses and anthems. I do
encourage you to attend this most moving of liturgies in preparation for our Holy
Week journey together.
The anthem at Evensong this week is a little foretaste of one of the anthems for
Tenebrae: an arrangement of Were you there by the Finnish composer, Mia
Makaroff (b. 1970). This arrangement takes the well known traditional melody,
overlapping and interspersing it with text taken mostly from Psalm 13. For those
familiar with psalms of lament, you may know that the psalmist nearly always
concludes on a word of hope and trust in God. This work draws on that
structure, beginning with the lament "How long, O Lord, wilt thou forget me
forever?", moving through anguish, suffering and utter defeat, before juxtaposing
trust in God's steadfast love and the joy of salvation against the text from the
hymn "were you there when they laid him in the tomb?". It is a poignant reminder
not only of God's everlasting love for us, but what form it takes when
such immeasurable grace and love confront our human frailty and insecurity.
Please join us in worship.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the
Parishioners of the Christ Church cathedral Parish will be held at Christ Church
Cathedral on Sunday 28th March 2021 at 4.00pm.
Nomination forms are available at St Peter’s and at the Cathedral and must be
received at the Parish Office by close of business Wednesday 24th March 2021.

Donations for Flowers
To donate flowers in memory of a loved one or as a thank-offering,
please advise Suzanne Evans on 4955 9170 and place your donation
in an envelope listing the date for display and include a message
and place in the wall safe.

Flowers are required for April 11, 25 and May 2 and 16

is starting back in early May!
Spread the word to any families who have children aged 0 to 5 years. Every
Thursday morning at 10.00am – join us for music, morning tea and playtime. Only
$5 per family per week. Contact Veronica on familyministry@newcastlecathedral.org.au
or phone 0482 027 207.
Attention congregation members! Would you like to join our team on Thursday
mornings to help make our families feel welcome? You don’t have to be a singer,
but we do need help with props, morning tea serving, chatting to parents and
helping to set up and pack away. You’d need an up-to-date “Working with Children”
check (easy to do on line). Our Thursday mornings are a joyful time! Let us know
if you’d like to be part of the team! You’re guaranteed to go home smiling!

EUCHARISTS at CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL
and ST PETER’S HAMILTON
CATHEDRAL
Sunday 8.00am and 10.00am
Monday – Friday 8.30am
ST PETER’S
Tuesday and Thursday 11.00am

As Easter approaches please consider giving money
toward flowers to keep the Cathedral looking beautiful
at this special time.
With thanks

Assets Register – A Lone Black Chasuble and stole
Vestments symbolise order, office and role or function

Most of us probably have
never seen black vestments in
the Anglican Church. This
might have been used for
funerals or for All Souls’ Day.
Any information concerning
this one would be greatly
appreciated.

Unfortunately, many of these vestments have no labels on them but these seem to be
handmade with wonderful machine stitching around the hems. The next recording
section will be held on Friday 19 March at 9.30am. Anyone interesting in being a
sleuth without any required training will be more than welcome. Contact Judy
Wotton (judy.wotton@gmail.com) or Jane Smith (janeysmith1@bigpond.com).

Other Assets News!
On Monday evening Mr Julian Bickersteth, a well-known and international
conservator gave a lecture entitled “Frayed at the Edges” to Australian Decorative
and Fine Arts Society (ADFAS) Newcastle members and guests. He is the President of
the International Institute of Conservators (based in UK). He knows the Cathedral
well having been involved in conservation work after the 1989 Earthquake, the
Gallipoli Flag and lately, The Birdwood Flag. His conservation work has included so
many things and taken him to so many places. The photograph shows Julian with
the remnants of the flag that his colleagues started with.

SERVICES DURING THE WEEK IN THE CATHEDRAL
All services in the St Christopher Chapel. Please enter through the transept doors.
Monday 22 March
8.00am - Morning Prayer
The Reverend Canon Garry Dodd
8.30am - Eucharist
Tuesday 23 March

8.00am - Morning Prayer
8.30am - Eucharist

Wednesday 24 March

8.00am - Morning Prayer
8.30am - Eucharist

Thursday 25 March

8.00am - Morning Prayer
8.30am - Eucharist

Friday 26 March

The Reverend Dr Julia Perry

8.00am - Morning Prayer
8.30am - Eucharist

The Bishop

Fr Philip Thirlwell
The Dean

SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY 28 MARCH AT THE CATHEDRAL
Palm Sunday/Passion Sunday
8am: Eucharist
Presider: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean
Preacher: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean

10.00am: Choral Eucharist
Presider: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean
Preacher: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean

6.00pm: Choral Evensong
Officiant: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean
Preacher: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean

Please send any notices for inclusion in the pew sheet to
cathedral@newcastlecathedral.org.au
by 9am on Tuesday

Missions in 2021 - Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Mission Grants
Lent 2021
During Lent and Easter we will continue to support Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Island Projects. ABM envelopes are available during this time.
Please take one from the back of the Cathedral.

On-line giving - Name: Missions Account
BSB: 705-077
Account: 00041087

CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY LUNCHES:

The Cathedral Community
Lunches Program is continuing to offer a hot meal every second Sunday at 12.30pm
as a ‘take away’ option from the Horbury Hunt Hall. Thank you to the dedicated
volunteers who are ensuring this important outreach program continues to
operate. The next Community lunch take away will be Sunday March 28.

newcastleanglican.org.au
16 February 2021

ABM Fundraiser - Walking the Larapinta Trail
In June 2021, a team of enthusiastic adventurers are taking part in an
outback trekking adventure to raise funds for ABM. On this adventure,
the team will be challenged to trek Australia’s most renowned walking
track, the Larapinta Trail. As they explore the rugged beauty of the Red
Centre, they’ll be raising much-needed funds to help overseas and
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities transform themselves
spiritually, materially and socially through holistic, long-lasting solutions
to poverty and injustice.
Fr Chris Garland is participating in this trek and asks that people consider
supporting ABM through his walk in whatever they can. Further
information can be found here.
Grace and peace
+Peter

Stewardship: Thank you for your ongoing faithful financial support of the mission
and ministry of the parish. With no opportunities for additional fund raising, your giving is
greatly appreciated. In this time, the best way to exercise our stewardship, to support the
work of the parish, is through electronic giving. Our stewardship is an expression of our
thankfulness to God, offering as we have received.
Name:
Electronic Giving Account
BSB:
705-077
Account: 00040917 (please include all 8 digits)
Please include your Initial & Surname in the reference line, if required.
Please ask the sidespersons at the Cathedral or St Peter’s if you would like a set of
stewardship envelopes. If you would like information on how you can contribute to the
Music Fund, Missions, and other ministries, please contact the parish office so we can
share those details with you. Thank you for your generosity, which supports ministry now
and in the future.

Enjoy at Autumn afternoon of chamber music at the
Cathedral. Join Jennifer St George (Flute) and a trio
of members of Christ Church Camerata as they play classics
by Hayden, Mozart and Beethoven.
Sunday 28 March, 2021, 2.30pm.
All tickets: $20, purchase
from https://www.stickytickets.com.au/J0635
or at the door.

ONLINE SERVICES THIS WEEK
The Weekly and mid-week Eucharists and the Morning and Evening offices continue to
be distributed online via You Tube and Facebook at 8.30am and 5.30pm each day.
We encourage you to share these resources widely during this time.
You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXyas2uhJUNOnDetOpPdUOg
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/christchurchcathedralnewcastle/

Monday 22 March

8.30am
5.30pm

The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer
The Reverend Angela Peverell

Tuesday 23 March

8.30am
5.30pm

The Reverend Canon Janet Killen
The Reverend Canon Garry Dodd

Wednesday 24 March

8.30am
5.30pm

The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer
Archdean Arthur Copeman

8.30am
5.30pm

The Reverend Nicole Baldwin
The Reverend Canon Andrew Eaton

Friday 26 March

8.30am
5.30pm

The Reverend Amanda Brockwell
The Reverend Canon Michael Davies

Saturday 27 March

8.30am
5.30pm

The Reverend Bryce Amner
Archdeacon Rod Bower

Bishop William Tyrrell
Paul Couturier, ecumenist

Thursday 25 March
Annunciation to the Blessed Virgin Mary

Sunday, 21st March

5th Sunday in Lent

8am Eucharist
Hymns
560(i), 600(i), 463, 349
Organist
Peter Guy

Introit
Setting
Anthem
Psalm
Postlude

10am Choral Eucharist
Call to remembrance (Farrant)
Missa Brevis (Palestrina)
Agnus Dei II (Palestrina)
119: 9-16 (Chant: Garrett)
Praeludium in G minor (Buxtehude)

Hymns
Organist

560(i), 600(i), 463, 349
Peter Guy
6pm Evensong

Rite
Responses
Canticles
Anthem
Psalm
Postlude
Hymns
Organist

APBA
Ferial
Evening Service in D (Ives)
Were you there (Makaroff)
39 (Chant: Goss)
Ich ruf zu dir (JS Bach)
347, 355, 356
Keith Murree-Allen

We have taken measures to ensure that the Cathedral is a safe environment for all.
All who work with children or youth have completed Safe Ministry Training and
all clergy, staff and volunteers are subject to strict employment measures such as
working with children checks. The Cathedral is committed to being a place where
survivors of abuse experience care and support.
For a confidential discussion,
please call or email the Director of Professional Standards 1800 774 945
dps@newcastleanglican.org.au or survivorsupport@newcastleanglican.org.au

First Session of the 53rd Synod 6th March 2021.
Ann Taylor
This first session of this synod was deferred from 2020. The second session will take
place later this year. Robert Sharpe, David and Atherton and Ann Taylor joined Dean
Katherine at our traditional table at the front.
The Bishop delivered an extensive and thoughtful address which can be read at
https://www.newcastleanglican.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/ChargeWebsite-Final-6-March-2021.pdf
I would sum up the themes as reconciliation, redress, good administration and hope
for the future.
I was moved by his reflection on the depth of reconciliation needed between the
Anglican church and Aboriginal people. He told us that Captain Wallis who in 1817 led
the claiming of the land and would have read the Anglican services at the original
Cathedral, was also responsible for the massacre of Aboriginal people. We were
sobered by hearing this. The Bishop said that conversations about reconciliation
which were interrupted by the pandemic would be continuing in 2021.
The Bishop answered many questions about the redress owed to victims of child
sexual assault and emphasized the Church’s commitment to this process. The
number of payments which have been made is confidential, but the overall sum is
currently $15 million and expected to rise to at least $21 million. The strategy for
meeting this commitment is to draw on capital assets, not parish income.
It was noted that the process for asking questions at the Synod has been made easier
and that a record number of questions was asked.
Much of the Bishop’s report concerned the financial and administration of the
Newcastle Anglican Corporation which now administers Anglican schools,
Samaritans, Anglican Care and the Trustees of Church property and Anglican Savings
and Development Fund. Significant reform has been undertaken to ensure the
professional nature of this executive board. The Bishop emphasized that these
organisations need the Church to be engaged in conversations about spirituality,
values and ethics, rather than liturgical differences.
The Diocese itself has an overall budget of about $18 million dollars which is relatively
little for the extensive tasks it has to undertake. The Diocese is undertaking measures
to assist parishes in financial reporting. He also noted a significant shortfall in
expenditure on maintaining buildings and the need for employment of skilled staff
to oversee this.

In answer to questions, he pointed out that Newcastle Diocese has considerable
assets and is in a financially stable position relative to other Dioceses in Australia.
The Synod passed a measure allowing financial reports to be posted electronically so
that more recent data is accessible. This means that future synods will not be issued
with a ‘telephone book’ of reports thus saving money and assisting the environment.
The Bishop stresses that it is the Diocese which is the organizational unit of the
Anglican Church and has responsibility for serving areas which cannot support their
parish church. The process of parishes cooperating in groups is to encourage the
movement of resources where they are needed.
The Bishop concluded by emphasizing hope for the future saying that surveys
demonstrate that 40% of people are open to an invitation to come to or return to
Church if the invitation is authentic and enthusiastic.
In the light of measures to legalise assisted dying in NSW, the Synod supported
proposals to petition governments for more funds for palliative care and also for the
Faith and Order commission to provide resources for further consideration of the
issue by Synod.
The Synod also debated a proposal put forward by Dean Katherine and Archdeacon
Arthur Copeman that, following the decision of the appellate tribunal that services
of blessing for civil unions are constitutional in the Anglican church, a process of
discussion be undertaken during 2021. This discussion will lead to a regulation
governing the blessing of civil unions to be discussed at the next meeting of Synod.
After some modification to emphasise the breadth of the discussion needed (biblical,
theological, psychological) and the need for sensitivity to LBTGI+ Christians, the
measure was passed.
The Synod closed by acclaiming the outstanding leadership of Mr Michael Hannah
and Mrs Sandra Langford who are retiring as heads of Anglican Schools this year.

QR Codes – Frequently Asked Questions
What is the QR Code?
QR codes are a common of electronic check-in system which operate like barcodes, with
information that can be read by a smartphone camera.
Why do I need to use it?
It is a hygienic, contactless way of recording your attendance for faster contact tracing.
At the moment, it is mandatory for attendees at weddings and funerals. We expect that it
will soon be mandatory for places of worship.
How does the QR Code work?
Open your smartphone camera and point it at the code square. A notification should
come up on the top of the screen on your phone, taking you to the Service NSW App.
Login with your details and follow the prompts.
How do I get the App?
You can download the Service NSW App from the App Store.
I’ve checked in. It says I need to show a member of staff. What do I do now?
Please show your phone screen to a sidesperson, who will mark your name off the list if
you have pre-registered or note your attendance for tally purposes.
Can I register multiple people on my device?
Yes. You can register dependents. If you register other people with you, if contact tracing
is required, you will be contacted on behalf of these people.
I don’t have a smartphone./ My smartphone doesn’t recognise the QR Code. What do I do?
Please see one of the sidespeople who will record your attendance on the online form.
Thanks for your patience as we learn the new system.
Do I still need to register to attend worship?
It’s helpful if we have an idea beforehand about numbers attending services.
We’d hate for you to turn up and for there not to be a space for you!
I forgot to check out! Is that a problem?
No. : )
What happens to my personal information?
Your information is sent directly to Service NSW. This means it is readily available for NSW
Health to access if it becomes necessary.
Where can I find more information?This website is helpful, https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid19/covid-safe/customer-record-keeping/qr-codes with a handy video at the end of the page.
Please ask the Dean, the Sub Dean, a Warden, or a Parish Council if you have any concerns.

CLERGY
DEAN OF NEWCASTLE
The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer
katherinebowyer@newcastleanglican.org.au
0407 201 693

PRIEST AT ST PETER’S, HAMILTON
148 Denison Street
The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer
katherinebowyer@newcastleanglican.org.au
0407 201 693
Further details to come.

OFFICE
PO Box 221 NEWCASTLE NSW 2300
Email: cathedral@newcastlecathedral.org.au
Website: www.newcastlecathedral.org.au
Ph: 4929 2052
OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 9.30am–4.00pm, Fri: 9.30am-1.00pm
Office Administrator: Sharon Dyett

STAFF
Dean’s Verger: Robert Gummow
Director of Music: Peter Guy
music@newcastlecathedral.org.au 0419 239 828
Family Ministry Co-ordinator: Veronica Butcher
familyministry@newcastlecathedral.org.au or phone: 0482 027 207

WARDENS
Dean’s: David Atherton
People’s: Jane Smith, Graham Vimpani & Pamela Brydges

@newycathedral

