Christ Church Cathedral
and St Peter’s Hamilton
52 Church Street, Newcastle

148 Denison Street

Welcome to worship today, especially all who are visiting
Weekly News Sunday 29 November 2020
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Today’s Services at the Cathedral
8am: Eucharist
Presider: The Reverend Angela Peverell, Sub Dean
Preacher: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean

10.30am: Eucharist
Presider: The Reverend Angela Peverell, Sub Dean
Preacher: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean
5.30pm: (Online only)
Evening Prayer with The Right Reverend Charlie Murry
You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXyas2uhJUNOnDetOpPdUOg
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/christchurchcathedralnewcastle/

Dear Parish Family,
Over the past two weeks we’ve heard the wonderful news around the decreasing
COVID-19 numbers in Australia, and there have been subsequent rapid changes around
some of the COVID regulations. We’ve learnt from experience that you need to read
the fine print to see how it affects places of worship! As soon as the things that affect
how we gather and how we worship, I’ll communicate that as soon as possible.
One of the changes that has occurred this week has been the mandatory introduction
of QR Code ‘check in’ for funerals and weddings, and we are strongly encouraged to
use this whenever we enter one of our church buildings. Over the next couple of
weeks, you’ll see QR Code signs appearing at both St Peter’s and the Cathedral. In the
pewslip, I’ve written a ‘Frequently Asked Questions’ section about the operation of this
technology. Please take the time to read this FAQ in the pewslip, and if you have any
questions or concerns, please speak with myself or the Sub Dean, or one of the Wardens
or Parish Councillors.
You will also see in the pewslip a Notice of a Special General Meeting of the parish at
12.00pm on Sunday 13th December 2020, at the Cathedral for the purpose of electing
Synod Representatives. Nomination Forms are available at both the Cathedral and St
Peter’s Hamilton, and are to be lodged at the Cathedral Office by close of business on
Wednesday 9th December 2020. If you would like a copy of the Bishop’s Mandate for
this, or more information, please contact me.
This weekend we start the season of Advent, and throughout this Advent, we are
intentionally praying for the church communities within our ‘Hub’ – Christ Church
Cathedral, St Peter’s Hamilton, St John’s Newcastle, and St Augustine’s Merewether.
On Sunday at the Cathedral we will light a special candle as a symbol of our prayers for
each other, and this candle will spend a week at each of the churches within the hub
during Advent, before returning to the Cathedral for Christmas. Please also use the
wonderful Advent Prayer Resource prepared by members of St John’s Newcastle
https://www.newcastleanglican.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/PRAY-Advent2020-.pdf
I know many of you have been asking and wondering about Christmas services – so am
I! As I said at the start of this letter, the often rapidly changing COVID regulations is
adding a challenge to our planning this year, but I hope to bring you a plan for Christmas
worship at the Cathedral and St Peter’s in next week’s pastoral and pewslip. Please
pray for increased relaxation of regulations and all who are making decisions,
preparing, and planning at this time, especially our clergy, musicians, and family
ministry team. One of the things that will be necessary for our Christmas services is
registration or booking, as we need to manage the number of people we are permitted
to have in the church buildings. Our main form of registration for these services will be
an online booking system. As you can imagine, it would be very time consuming for the
office to manage bookings for all the services we hope to have! More information will
be available next week. Thank you for your understanding.

I continue to hear how much many of you appreciate and revisit the wonderful music
on the Choir YouTube channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj1uCQsfG7Ek4NLW_SJzvRQ and also find much
to contemplate in the weekly reflections from our choir blogger
https://newcastlecathedralchoir.wordpress.com/ . Our viewer numbers also tell us
that many appreciate our Sunday worship, sermons, and weekday worship on the
Cathedral YouTube channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXyas2uhJUNOnDetOpPdUOg .
Finally, this week’s poem stemmed from a personal association of Advent with angels.
The Greek word ἄγγελος - angelos – means messenger, and in Advent and Christmas
we hear the stories of the divine messengers. There is much written about angels –
what they are and aren’t, and what they do and don’t look like. In all of this, I found
Mary Oliver’s words rather wonderful, for likewise, it is enough for me to know that
angels exist, and they dance.
Angels
You might see an angel anytime
and anywhere. Of course you have
to open your eyes to a kind of
second level, but it’s not really
hard. The whole business of
what’s reality and what isn’t has
never been solved and probably
never will be. So I don’t care to
be too definite about anything.
I have a lot of edges called Perhaps
and almost nothing you can call
Certainty. For myself, but not
for other people. That’s a place
you just can’t get into, not
entirely anyway, other people’s heads.
I’ll just leave you with this.
I don’t care how many angels can
dance on the head of a pin. It’s
enough to know that for some people
they exist, and that they dance.
Mary Oliver (1935 – 2019)

With my thanks and prayers.
Dean Katherine
Ps: Please share this email with others who would like to hear news of the parish.
To receive our weekly mailings, please contact the Cathedral Office
cathedral@newcastlecathedral.org.au to be placed on the email or mail out list.

As we start our Advent journey, it seems that in our journey towards Christmas
we are not only awaiting with eager expectation the arrival of the Christ-child, but
also the eager arrival of restrictions easing! As I write this note on Wednesday
morning, it has already been a busy week for the choirs. I have been fortunate to
speak directly with a representative from NSW Health regarding choral singing
and hope that this might bear some fruit for us heading towards Christmas. As
NSW continues to see no community transmission (touch wood!), we can only
hope that restrictions will ease and we will all be able to sing together once
more, inside the cathedral! On Friday afternoon the St Nicholas Choir and
Cathedral Choir will gather to sing outside in a group of no more than 30 people.
For the St Nicholas Choir, it will be exactly 260 days since they last sang together
in person. It will be just a few days less than that since the Cathedral Choir
have been able to sing as a whole choir. It feels that part of a heavy burden is
beginning to lift from our shoulders, but there is still a way to go!
The music on Sunday morning at the 10:30am Eucharist will include the Missa de
Sancta Maria Magdalena by the Canadian organist, Healy Willan. We have heard
the Sanctus and Agnus from this mass previously, and this week will also hear the
Kyrie. The setting is not so well known in Australia, but its inclusion in "The
Hymnal 1982" for the Episcopal Church in the USA sees it described as a
"warhorse" in certain forums online. It's not hard to see why; eminently singable,
with interesting harmonic twists and turns, it provides just the right amount of
liturgical support (in my opinion). I'm thankful to our small group of singers this
morning, as every morning, and their work in learning new music with very limited
rehearsal while we continue to wait expectantly for the arrival of the good news!

8.ooam and 10.30am
at the Cathedral

SERVICES THIS WEEK IN THE CATHEDRAL
All services in the St Christopher Chapel.
Please enter through the transept doors
Monday 30 November
8.00am - Morning Prayer
The Dean
8.30am - Eucharist
Tuesday 1 December

8.00am - Morning Prayer
8.30am - Eucharist

Wednesday 2 December

8.00am - Morning Prayer
8.30am - Eucharist

Thursday 3 December

8.00am - Morning Prayer
8.30am - Eucharist

Friday 4 December

8.00am - Morning Prayer
8.30am - Eucharist

Stewardship:

The Reverend Dr Julia Perry

The Bishop

Fr Philip Thirlwell
The Dean

Thank you for your ongoing faithful financial support of the
mission and ministry of the parish. With no opportunities for additional fund raising,
your giving is greatly appreciated. In this time, the best way to exercise our
stewardship, to support the work of the parish, is through electronic giving. Our
stewardship is an expression of our thankfulness to God, offering as we have received.
Name:
Electronic Giving Account
BSB:
705-077
Account: 00040917 (please include all 8 digits)
Please include your Initial & Surname in the reference line, if required.
Please ask the sidespersons at the Cathedral or St Peter’s if you would like a set of
stewardship envelopes. If you would like information on how you can contribute to
the Music Fund, Missions, and other ministries, please contact the parish office so we
can share those details with you. Thank you for your generosity, which supports
ministry now and in the future.

Assets Register Group
The group has organised the copes cupboard and are ready to record them all.
We are trying to establish the origin of many. After completing the copes, we will
record the other Eucharistic vestments. Below is a chasuble the last vestment put
on by the priest celebrating the Eucharist. Vestments symbolise different things.
Chasubles are in the liturgical colour of the season, described as the “yoke of
Christ” and said to represent charity. They also represent the seamless garment
worn by Christ when he was led to his crucifixion.
This chasuble is part of the Cathedral’s festal high mass set. Even though the
predominant colours are gold and red, the clergy and vergers colloquially refer to
this set as ‘best white’ because it is the set worn at our great celebrations of
Easter, Christmas, and the Feast of Christ the King. It was purchased in 1993 from
Church Stores, for Roger Herft’s enthronement as Bishop of Newcastle.

This project will take some time so anyone who is interested in being involved in
any small way is asked to contact Judy Wotton (0404833773) or Jane Smith
(0418647783).

SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY 6 DECEMBER AT THE CATHEDRAL
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
8am: Eucharist
Presider: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean
Preacher: The Reverend Angela Peverell, Sub Dean

10.30am: Eucharist
Presider: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer, Dean
Preacher: The Reverend Angela Peverell, Sub Dean

5.30pm: (Online only) Evening Prayer with The Right Reverend Dr Peter Stuart
You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXyas2uhJUNOnDetOpPdUOg
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/christchurchcathedralnewcastle/

Donations for Flowers
To donate flowers in memory of a loved one or as a thank-offering, please
advise Suzanne Evans on 4955 9170 and place your donation in an envelope
listing the date for display and include a message and place in the wall safe.

Flowers are required for December 6 and 13.
The flowers in the Cathedral this weekend are in celebration of Advent.
As Christmas is fast approaching, and we all love the Cathedral to be
beautifully adorned for the season, any monies given toward flowers
for this time would be gratefully received.

Notice is hereby given that a Special General Meeting of the parishioners of
this parish, for the purpose of electing Synod representatives, will be held at
Christ Church Cathedral Newcastle on Sunday 13th December 2020 at 12.00pm.
Nomination forms are available at both Christ Church Cathedral and St Peter’s
Hamilton, and are to be lodged at the Cathedral Office by close of business on
Wednesday 9th December 2020.

Christ Church Cathedral
SHOP

Special notice

Sunday 15th November and
Sunday 29thNovember
between 8.00am and 10.30am services and afterwards until 12.00pm
Advent

Books & readers

Mini Advent candles (4") 1 x white 1 x pink 3 x purple
Advent Calendars Christmas Cards
Nativities and Christmas decorations Frankincense candles,and all the usual lines

Any special requests to: cathedralshop@aapt.net.au

Pray Advent 2020
What is PRAY? PRAY is a daily devotional resource for Advent, designed for
individuals and families. Each daily entry includes a lectionary-based Bible reading,
brief explanatory notes about the reading, personal prayer suggestions, a segment
for kids/families, and a piece of music for suggested listening.PRAY stands for Praise,
Repent, Ask, Yield. It encourages us to think of ways we can apply these actions in
our lives and our relationship with God.
You can download a print version at - https://www.newcastleanglican.org.au/wpcontent/uploads/2020/11/PRAY-Advent-2020-.pdf

Missions
Advent/Christmas envelopes are available.

The Advent and Christmas Appeal has three projects.
Wontulp-Bi-Buya and Nungalinya Colleges both train Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islanders to become future leaders.
Kenya Livelihoods Project supports poor farmers to farm sustainably in
semi-arid lands.
Zambia Integrated Gender Project supports men and women in Eastern
Zambia to say ‘NO’ to gender-based violence, and provides counselling and
livelihood support to survivors as well as training community members in
Savings with Education so all can access a brighter future.
You may find more information about the featured projects on the ABM
website at abmission.org/projects. ABM’s Advent Study, Songs from a
Strange Land, is available at
https://tinyurl.com/Songs-in-a-Strange-Land

We have taken measures to ensure that the Cathedral is a safe environment for
all.
All who work with children or youth have completed Safe Ministry Training and
all clergy, staff and volunteers are subject to strict employment measures such as
working with children checks. The Cathedral is committed to being a place where
survivors of abuse experience care and support. For a confidential discussion,
please call or email the Director of Professional Standards 1800 774 945
dps@newcastleanglican.org.au or survivorsupport@newcastleanglican.org.au

CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY LUNCHES: The Cathedral Community
Lunches Program is continuing to offer a hot meal every second Sunday
at 12.30pm as a ‘take away’ option from the Horbury Hunt Hall. Thank
you to the dedicated volunteers who are ensuring this important
outreach program continues to operate. The next community lunch take
away will be Sunday, December 6.
A donation to Samaritans this Christmas
will support local families.
This Christmas, Samaritans expects to see a
greater need for our services – more than any in
recent history. Unemployment rates are expected
to reach 8% by Christmas and based on the
increased service we usually provide during the
holiday season, we will need additional resources
to support more people than ever before. Our
work this Christmas from domestic violence support, homelessness assistance,
providing toys for local children and food for individuals in need will be crucial.
Donations to the Samaritans Christmas Appeal are gratefully received. Please visit
our website www.samaritans.org.au or call Samaritans on 1300 656 336.

DONATIONS FOR COMMUNITY LUNCH: Thank you to everyone who
generously supports our Community Lunch programme. If you would like to
assist in donating some frozen food items on a monthly basis, please contact
Andrew Traill 0427 784 966 to be placed on the roster. Donations can be placed
in the freezer in the Meeting Room when the Cathedral is open for worship.
Alternatively, donated items can be picked up from a donor’s residence at a
mutually arranged time.

Mainly Music is currently in recess –
Please check our Cathedral Ministry Facebook page
and our Cathedral Facebook for fun activities and
resources you can do at home!

QR Codes – Frequently Asked Questions
What is the QR Code?
QR codes are a common of electronic check-in system. QR codes operate like
barcodes, with information that can be read by a smartphone camera.
Why do I need to use it?
It provides a hygienic, contactless way of recording your attendance. At the
moment, it is mandatory for attendees at weddings and funerals.
How does the QR Code work?
Open your smartphone camera and point it at the code square. A notification
should come up on the top of the screen on your phone, taking you to the
Service NSW App. Login with your details and follow the prompts.
How do I get the App?
You can download the Service NSW App from the App Store.
I’ve checked in. It says I need to show a member of staff. What do I do now?
Please show your phone screen to a sidesperson, who will mark your name off
the list if you have pre-registered.
I don’t have a smartphone/My smartphone doesn’t recognise the QR Code. What
do I do?
Please see one of the sidespeople who will record your attendance on the paper
registration form.
Do I still need to register to attend worship?
It’s helpful if we have an idea beforehand about numbers attending services.
This will become more important at our Christmas services.
We’d hate for you to turn up and for there not to be a space for you!
What happens to my personal information?
Your information is sent directly to Service NSW. This means it is readily
available for NSW Health to access if it becomes necessary.
Paper records are scanned and stored within 24 hours.
Where can I find more information?
This website is helpful, https://www.nsw.gov.au/covid-19/covid-safe/customerrecord-keeping/qr-codes with a handy video at the end of the page. Please ask
the Dean, the Sub Dean, a Warden, or a Parish Council if you have any concerns.

CONDITIONS OF ENTRY:
Our concern is for the health and wellbeing of all people who come to this
church. Together we can help make our community and our church
COVID-19 safe.
By entering this church, you acknowledge that there remains a risk that you may contract
COVID-19.

We ask that you:
•
Please do not attend if you are feeling unwell.
•
Please do not attend if you have returned from overseas within the
last 14 days.
•
Please do not attend if you have returned from a Government
listed COVID-19 hotspot within the last 14 days.
•
Please do not attend if you have been in contact with a suspected or
confirmed case of COVID-19 in the last 14 days.
•
Please consider your personal situation including any pre-existing
medical conditions or whether you fall within a high-risk category to
determine if additional personal precautions should be taken.
This Church is part of the Anglican Diocese of Newcastle. For further details
regarding our COVID-19 safety plan, please visit our website:
newcastleanglican...org.au/corona-virus-response
Thank you for your understanding as we
implement COVIDSafe worship practices.

Some Practicalities about attending worship:
Information on how to attend worship is found below. Pre-registration is
encouraged or register on arrival. We are required to keep a register of those
attending. Thank you for your patience and understanding.
Please contact Dean Katherine 0407 201 693 if you have any questions or concerns.
Those attending worship are strongly encouraged to wear a face mask. In the
Cathedral, the maximum size of a congregation at this time is capped around 180,
which also includes adherence to the rule of four-square metres of space for every
person present. At St Peter’s Hamilton, the maximum congregational size is 50.

Worship Times:
At the Cathedral:
Sunday – 8.00am and 10.30am.
To attend please contact the Parish Office
(02) 4929 2052 or email cathedral@newcastlecathedral.org.au
(Monday – Friday) or contact Dean Katherine 0407 201 693
Monday – Friday: Morning Prayer at 8.00am and Mass at 8.30am in the
St Christopher Chapel. Please enter through the transept door and register
on arrival.

At St Peter’s Hamilton:
Tuesday and Thursday at 11.00am.
To register please call Jenny on 0499 983 336 by 6.00pm
on the day before the service/s you wish to attend.
For more information about our safe return-to-church
practices please visit:
https://www.newcastleanglican.org.au/corona-virus-response/covid19-safe-returnto-church/

ONLINE SERVICES THIS WEEK
The Weekly and mid-week Eucharists and the Morning and Evening offices continue to
be distributed online via You Tube and Facebook at 8.30am and 5.30pm each day.
We encourage you to share these resources widely during this time.
You Tube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXyas2uhJUNOnDetOpPdUOg
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/christchurchcathedralnewcastle/

8.30am

The Reverend Angela Peverell

5.30pm

Archdeacon Arthur Copeman

8.30am

The Reverend Canon Andrew Eaton

5.30pm

The Right Reverend Sonia Roulston

8.30am

The Right Reverend Dr Peter Stuart

Women’s Hospital Melbourne

5.30pm

The Reverend Peter Tinney

Thursday 3 December

8.30am

The Reverend Greg Colby

5.30pm

The Right Reverend Charlie Murry

8.30am

The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer

5.30pm

The Reverend Amanda Brockwell

8.30am

The Reverend Nicole Baldwin

5.30pm

The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer

Monday 30 November
Andrew, Apostle & Martyr

Tuesday 1 December

Wednesday 2 December
Frances Perry, founder of the Royal

Francis Xavier, Priest & Missionary

Friday 4 December
Nicholas Ferrar, deacon

Saturday 5 December

Please send any notices for inclusion in the pew sheet to
cathedral@newcastlecathedral.org.au
by 9am on Tuesday

CLERGY
DEAN OF NEWCASTLE
The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer
katherinebowyer@newcastleanglican.org.au
0407 201 693

SUB DEAN AND PRIEST AT ST PETER’S, HAMILTON
148 Denison Street
The Reverend Angela Peverell
revangela.peverell@newcastlecathedral.org.au
revangela.peverell@stpetershamilton.org.au
0400 076 515

OFFICE
PO Box 221 NEWCASTLE NSW 2300
Email: cathedral@newcastlecathedral.org.au
Website: www.newcastlecathedral.org.au
Ph: 4929 2052
OFFICE HOURS: Mon-Thurs: 9.30am–4.00pm, Fri: 9.30am-1.00pm
Office Administrator: Sharon Dyett

STAFF
Dean’s Verger: Robert Gummow
Director of Music: Peter Guy
music@newcastlecathedral.org.au 0419 239 828
Family Ministry Co-ordinator: Veronica Butcher
familyministry@newcastlecathedral.org.au or phone: 0482 027 207

WARDENS
Dean’s: David Atherton
People’s: Jane Smith, Graham Vimpani & Pamela Brydges

@newycathedral

