
 

Christ Church Cathedral                                
           52 Church Street, Newcastle 

   and St Peter’s Hamilton 
                                                            148 Denison Street, Hamilton 

    Welcome to worship today, especially all who are visiting 

Fourth Sunday in Lent – Mothering Sunday 

 
Photo Credit: Ted, Flickr. 

Services Today 
8.00am Eucharist 

Presider: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer  

 Preacher: The Reverend Gary Atherton 
10.00am Choral Eucharist 

Presider: The Reverend Gary Atherton  

  Preacher: The Reverend Gary Atherton  

6.00pm: Lenten Evensong  
Officiant: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer 

Preacher: Canon Mark Watson 

 You Tube: You Tube: https://bit.ly/3TaQ4oZ Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/christchurchcathedralnewcastle/ 



 

 
Dear Parish Family, 
 

This weekend we mark our midway point through Lent with Laetare Sunday – also 
known as Mothering Sunday. I am very thankful to Nicolette, Hilary, and Andrew 
Thomas for the wonderful Simnel cake which will be blessed and distributed at 
services. Simnel cake reminds us of the goodness of God’s gifts, of food for the journey, 
and the sweetness of God’s love. Perhaps this week you could do something to share 
the gift of God’s goodness with someone you love and for whom you care. 
 
Even though we are a few weeks into Lent, it’s never too late to join a group or come 
to a service. Please see the pewslip for details of Evensong Sermon Series, Meditation, 
Bible Study, Prayer, and Slow Church Online.  
 
If you would like to join Slow Church Online, on Fridays at 6.30pm, please use this 
link:https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84044776073?pwd=neMu2gMpW9xZiUrzxMXkJvrPEtMyzO.1 

Bible Study books are available at the Cathedral on Sunday, or at St Peter’s on Tuesday. 
 
Parish Council met on Wednesday this week. We received and discussed reports on 
parish safety, volunteer procedures, and security. We also received very detailed and 
informative reports from the Director of Music and the Dean’s Verger. An enormous 
amount of work is given by our staff and volunteers to enable all that occurs within the 
parish, and I am deeply thankful and appreciative. 
 
THE CATHEDRAL ROOF RESTORATION PROJECT: Sharon Dyett and I attended a 
meeting last week with two of the Project Managers for the Roof Replacement Project.  
We had hoped that the roof replacement works would begin in May, but it now looks 
like the earliest start date will be sometime in July. My understanding is that the tender 
will be awarded this week. There are also necessary permissions from Heritage and 
Newcastle Council which need to be in order before works can commence. As we 
receive more information, I will share it with you. 
 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: The Annual General Meeting of the Parish f Christ 
Church Cathedral Newcastle, with St Peter’s Hamilton will be on Wednesday 30th 
April 2025 at 5.00pm in Christ Church Cathedral. 
 
NOMINATIONS for Wardens (3 to be elected), Parish Councillors, and Synod 
representative (1 to be elected) are now open. Nomination forms are available at 
church, or by emailing the parish office. 
Signed nomination forms must be received in the Parish Office by 4.00pm Thursday 24th 
April 2025.  
Items for General Business or Questions must be received in the Parish Office by 4.00pm 
Thursday 24th April 2025. 
Please submit Reports and Financial to the Parish Office for collation, printing, and 
distribution. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84044776073?pwd=neMu2gMpW9xZiUrzxMXkJvrPEtMyzO.1


 

 
CHOIR TOUR: Last Saturday our choir is performed in Muswellbrook, raising over $900 
to support SRE in Schools in the Upper Hunter. Following this, the choir then travelled 
to Morpeth where they joined the community at St James Morpeth for Evensong. I am 
thankful for the ways in which the music ministry of the Cathedral is able to enrich the 
wider Diocese. 
 
There are some wonderful concerts happening in the Cathedral soon too. One of the 
ways we can show our appreciation, and how much we value these opportunities, is by 
supporting them and sharing the information widely.  
 
As a Parish Community, we strive to be a safe, welcoming, inclusive, and affirming place 
for all. We all have a part to play in this ongoing work. We are committed to the work 
of Makarrata – Reconciliation. Thank you also for your ongoing prayers for our 
LGBTQIA+ community, at this time when their validity and identity continues to be 
challenged and questioned. If you have concerns or would like to discuss this further, 
please contact me. 
 
WHAT’S HAPPENING… 
 
NEWS: This is our parish pewslip. If you have news, or items for the pewslip, please 
send them to Sharon in the parish office. We love contributions!  
 
EASTER AND HOLY WEEK SERVICE TIMES are in the pewslip today. Please share this 
information with others. 
 
COVID AND ATTENDING WORSHIP: Please continue to be mindful of COVIDSafe 
practices as we gather, and to be mindful of our own health and vulnerabilities as well 
as those in our community. Please strongly consider wearing a mask in places, including 
church, where you feel you are not able to adequately maintain physical distancing.  
The sacrament is administered in both kinds. You are welcome to receive in one or both 
kinds. We ask that you do not intinct (dip) the host.  
LIVESTREAM: Until the problems with the internet are resolved in the cathedral, we 
are sadly unable to livestream. We are hoping to record the 8.00am Sunday morning 
Service and upload later in the day. 
 
The easiest way to connect to the livestream is through the Cathedral YouTube 
channel: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXyas2uhJUNOnDetOpPdUOg  
Finally, this week’s poem is a lengthy – and powerful – poem by Denise Levertov about 
the Annunciation. On Tuesday of this past week  we welcomed members of the 
Mothers’ Union from throughout the Diocese to the Cathedral, for the annual 
celebration of the Annunciation, known as ‘Lady Day’.  
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXyas2uhJUNOnDetOpPdUOg


 

 
Levertov’s poem explores the moment of the annunciation, and the ripples of that 
moment. I know that sometimes the formatting of the poem doesn’t translate well to 
the pewslip, and often it doesn’t hugely matter. However the formatting is very 
important in this poem, so can I encourage you to also read it online here: 
https://www.journeywithjesus.net/poemsandprayers/2434-annunciation 
What is your annunciation? Or Annunciations? Has it happened yet or are you waiting. 
Annunciation 
We know the scene: the room, variously furnished, 
almost always a lectern, a book; always 
the tall lily. 
Arrived on solemn grandeur of great wings, 
the angelic ambassador, standing or hovering, 
whom she acknowledges, a guest. 
But we are told of meek obedience. No one mentions 
courage. 
The engendering Spirit 
did not enter her without consent. 
God waited. 
She was free 
to accept or to refuse, choice 
integral to humanness. 
____________________________ 
Aren’t there annunciations 
of one sort or another 
in most lives? 
Some unwillingly 
undertake great destinies, 
enact them in sullen pride, 
uncomprehending. 
More often 
those moments 
when roads of light and storm 
open from darkness in a man or woman, 
are turned away from 
in dread, in a wave of weakness, in despair 
and with relief. 
Ordinary lives continue. 
God does not smite them. 
But the gates close, the pathway vanishes. 
______________________________ 
She had been a child who played, ate, slept 
like any other child – but unlike others, 
wept only for pity, laughed 
in joy not triumph. 



 

Compassion and intelligence 
fused in her, indivisible. 
Called to a destiny more momentous 
than any in all of Time, 
she did not quail, 
only asked 
a simple, ‘How can this be?’ 
and gravely, courteously, 
took to heart the angel’s reply, 
perceiving instantly 
the astounding ministry she was offered: 
to bear in her womb 
Infinite weight and lightness; to carry 
in hidden, finite inwardness, 
nine months of Eternity; to contain 
in slender vase of being, 
the sum of power – 
in narrow flesh, 
the sum of light. 
Then bring to birth, 
push out into air, a Man-child 
needing, like any other, 
milk and love – 
but who was God. 
This was the moment no one speaks of, 
when she could still refuse. 
A breath unbreathed, 
                                Spirit, 
                                          suspended, 
                                                            waiting. 
______________________________ 
She did not cry, ‘I cannot. I am not worthy,’ 
Nor, ‘I have not the strength.’ 
She did not submit with gritted teeth, 
                                                       raging, coerced. 
Bravest of all humans, 
                                  consent illumined her. 
The room filled with its light, 
the lily glowed in it, 
                               and the iridescent wings. 
Consent, 
              courage unparalleled, 
opened her utterly.                        Denise Levertov 1923-1997 
 
With my thanks and prayers, Dean Katherine 



 

 
 

Music this Week 
 

Sunday, March 30 - Fourth Sunday of Lent 
8am          Eucharist 
Hymns - 153, 546, 519, 613 
Danny Burley (organ) 
  
10am       Choral Eucharist sung by the Cathedral Choir 
Mass for five voices (Byrd) – Kyrie  
Mass for four voices – Sanctus, Benedictus, Agnus Dei (Byrd) 
Anthem – My eyes for beauty pine (Coxhead) 
Psalm 32  
Hymns - 153, 546, 519, 613 
Danny Burley (organ) 
  
6pm         Evensong sung by the Cathedral Choir 
Introit - Benedictus from Mass for four voices (Byrd) 
Magnificat in Fauxbourdon (Banney), O bone Jesus (Ingegnari) 
Anthem - O salutaris ostias (Horvath) 
Psalm 125 (Luther)   
Hymns - 344, 600(i), 217 
Danny Burley (organ) 
  

Music notes 
This Sunday morning we sing one of the most famous Mass settings of all 
time, and dearly loved by our choir.  William Byrd is one of the most 
significant figures in the history of English church music.  A generation 
younger than the equally important Thomas Tallis, Byrd built on a language 
inherited from European composers of the Renaissance, establishing, for the 
first time, a truly English sound.  With Tallis, he dominated English music for 
many decades, helped no doubt by the fact that he and Tallis were awarded 
the first Royal License for publishing music.  And beginning with Byrd, our 
music for the Eucharist ends with English music of a contemporary English 
composer, Elizabeth Coxhead and a beautiful setting of a text by 
Robert Bridges: 
 
 
 



 

My eyes for beauty pine,  
My soul for Goddes grace :  
No other care nor hope is mine,  
To heaven I turn my face.  
  
One splendour thence is shed  
From all the stars above :  
'Tis named when God's name is said,  
'Tis Love, 'tis heavenly Love.  
  
And every gentle heart,  
That burns with true desire,  
Is lit from eyes that mirror part  
Of that celestial fire.  

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

 

From healthcare workers to frontline 
soldiers to civil servants, our society 
depends on those who take duty seriously. 
But what does duty look like when we 
untangle it from things like obligation, 
orthodoxy and social pressure? 

 
Director of Mission for Newcastle Anglican, 
Father Rod Bower and writer, broadcaster 
and author, Catherine McGregor AM join 
Anthropologist and Army Reservist, Dr 
Monty Badami to explore the ethics of duty. 

 
Unpack the good, the bad, and everything in between in this interactive 
conversation, in person and online on Thursday 3 April 6:30pm AEDT. 
Book now, limited tickets available at https://ethics.org.au/event/the-ethics-
of-duty/ 
 

 
Newy-CRISP, is preparing to receive a refugee family which has been displaced to 
Iraq from Syria. They are anticipated to arrive in around 6 weeks. The family of six, 
comprising; mother and father, 16 yr-old son, 14-yr old daughter and two young 
sons, 10 and 12, will require temporary accommodation upon their arrival in 
Newcastle to help them to settle into our culture and community. If anyone 
knows of suitable accommodation it would be greatly appreciated. 
 
Newy-Crisp are able to cover a reasonable level of rent. The family will wish to 
seek a longer-term accommodation option elsewhere once they have established 
their bearings and begun the process of assimilation within the community. 
 
Additional to accommodation any donations of household items, white goods, 
linens etc would be greatly welcomed. 
 
Your support of our refugee family would be of incredible value to them on their 
path to community integration and acceptance.  
 
Please contact:- Murdo Macleod CFP®, DipFP, BSc, JP(164810) 
M: 0410 645 742  
E: murdo.max@gmail.com 
 

https://ethics.org.au/event/the-ethics-of-duty/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1gvXjoB19cblewz4t1cywEF9heDqXp-ErBTl0M6j3F9ChRx3rFJej9b7c_aem_vigVn3cYKrFOAfNxdkkmVg
https://ethics.org.au/event/the-ethics-of-duty/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR1gvXjoB19cblewz4t1cywEF9heDqXp-ErBTl0M6j3F9ChRx3rFJej9b7c_aem_vigVn3cYKrFOAfNxdkkmVg
https://www.newycrisp.com.au/
mailto:murdo.max@gmail.com


 

  
 

 
 

 



 

 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 

You can now make a donation to replenish the freezer to 
Community Lunch account 

BSB 650-000  ACC NUMBER 569336705 

An enormous “thank you” to 
those kind and generous 
people, who have already 
responded to the emergency 
request for assistance to 
restock our large chest freezer 
after the power failure.  The 
team of the Cathedral’s 
Community Lunch Outreach 
Programme are extremely 
grateful for your support.  

Suzanne Evans and Andrew Traill  



 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ARRCC is a non-profit, non-partisan organisation for people of faith. 
We are donating these fantastic yard signs to faith communities all over 

Australia. to help make the climate a voting issue where we live. Signs are 
approximately A3 size to go on fences, letterboxes or in windows. 

At this time, it is more important than ever to keep the issue on the agenda 
– in the Hunter, it means CLEAN ENERGY, GOOD JOBS, 

NOBODY LEFT BEHIND. 
Signs are available now and are FREE – speak to Ann Taylor or 

email annthorington@gmail.com 
 
 
 

mailto:annthorington@gmail.com


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

                                

Donations for Flowers 

             

To donate flowers in memory of a loved one 
or as a thank-offering, please advise Suzanne 
Evans on 4955 9170 and place your donation 

in an envelope listing the date for display and 
include a message and place in the wall safe.  

Flowers are required for EASTER, April 27, 
May 4, 11, 18 and 25 

 

Name: Electronic Giving Account  

BSB:  705-077 Account: 00040917 

(please include all 8 digits) Please include your Initial & 

Surname in the reference line, if required.  
 

 
 



 

Cathedral things to remember… 

No matter the weather, imagine not 

having a warm, dry pair of socks! 

Please donate new socks for the 

homeless. Find the tub at the back of 

the Cathedral.  Many thanks. 

We are still collecting suitable 

material for the wonderful team 

who make beautiful blankets to 

comfort the homeless. Please leave 

material if you have any, (non-shiny) 

in the container at the back of the 

Cathedral. Thank you. 

Donate to the Cathedral’s 

restoration, buy and lay a paver 

for your furry friend. 

Contact the office for details. 

PLEASE SUPPORT THE 

CATHEDRAL PANTRY                          

WHEN YOU ARE ABLE 

MANY THANKS 



 

 

 
CATHEDRAL COMMUNITY LUNCHES 

 
The Cathedral Community Lunches Program continues to offer a 
hot meal every second Sunday at 12.30pm from the Horbury Hunt 
Hall. Thank you to the dedicated volunteers who are ensuring this 
important outreach program            continues to operate.  

The next Community Lunch will be Sunday 6th April 2025. 
 
 
 

Newcastle Cathedral mainly music is a fun group for children aged 0 to 5 
years and their parents or carers. Each session incorporates action songs 
and games that help to develop gross and fine motor skills, language and 
creativity.  

The cost is $5 per family – 
your first session is free! 

10:00am to 11:30 every Thursday during 
 school terms in the Cathedral.  

Please contact Siobhan for details on 0434 257 635  
 
 

 
Photo by Paul Szumilas  

 
 



 

 

 
 

We have taken measures to ensure 
that the Cathedral is a safe environment for all. 

All who work with children or youth have completed Safe Ministry Training 
and all clergy, staff and volunteers are subject to strict employment 

measures such as working with children checks. The Cathedral is 
committed to being a place where survivors of abuse experience care 

and support. For a confidential discussion, please call or email the 
Director of Professional Standards 1800 774 945    

dps@newcastleanglican.org.au   or  survivorsupport@newcastleanglican.org.au 

 

 

 

SERVICES NEXT SUNDAY 6 April 2025 
AT THE CATHEDAL  

Fifth Sunday in Lent 
8.00am Eucharist 

Presider: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer  

 Preacher: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer 

 
10.00am Choral Eucharist 

Presider: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer  

  Preacher: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer  

 
6.00pm: Lenten Evensong  

Officiant: The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer 

Preacher: The Reverend Toni Wein 

mailto:dps@newcastleanglican.org.au
mailto:survivorsupport@newcastleanglican.org.au


 

Over the past few weeks we have had more calls than 
usual from people in need of food. Mostly our pantry 
is empty. If at any time you can spare a little extra non 
perishables you are welcome to leave them with the 
Verger or bring them to the office. 

With many thanks  

 
 

 
 
 
 

SERVICES DURING THE WEEK  

AT THE CATHEDRAL AND ST PETER’S HAMILTON 
 

 
Monday 31 

March 

8.00am - Morning 
Prayer 

8.30am – Eucharist 

 
Christ Church 

Cathedral 

 
Fr Gary Atherton 

 
Tuesday 1  

April   

8.00am - Morning 
Prayer 

8.30am – Eucharist 

11.00am - Eucharist 

Christ Church 

Cathedral 

St Peter’s 

Hamilton 

The Rev’d Dr Julia Perry 

 

 

Fr Gary Atherton 

 
Wednesday 2 

April  

8.00am - Morning 

Prayer 

8.30am – Eucharist 

 

 
Christ Church 

Cathedral 
 
 

 

 
The Bishop  

 Thursday 3 
April  

11.00am - Eucharist 
St Peter’s 
Hamilton 

The Dean 

 
Friday 4 April 

8.00am - Morning 
Prayer 

8.30am - Eucharist 

Christ Church 
Cathedral 

The Dean 

 



 

 
 

CLERGY 

DEAN OF NEWCASTLE 
The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer 

katherinebowyer@newcastleanglican.org.au  
0407 201 693 

PRIEST AT ST PETER’S, HAMILTON 
148 Denison Street 

The Very Reverend Katherine Bowyer 
katherinebowyer@newcastleanglican.org.au  

0407 201 693 
Associate Priest - Monday and Tuesday 

The Reverend Gary Atherton 
associate priest @newcastlecathedral.org.au   0458 498 679 

 

                                              OFFICE 

PO Box 221 NEWCASTLE NSW  2300 
Email: cathedral@newcastlecathedral.org.au 

Website: www.newcastlecathedral.org.au 
Ph: 4929 2052 

OFFICE HOURS:   Tue-Thurs: 9.30am–4.00pm,  Fri: 9.30am-1.00pm 

Office Manager:  Sharon Dyett 
 

                                              STAFF 

Dean’s Verger:  Emma Harris – 0416 333 155 

Director of Music: Dr David Banney 
music@newcastlecathedral.org.au 

Family Ministry Co-ordinator 
  familyministry@newcastlecathedral.org.au   

                                            WARDENS 

Dean’s: Peter Smith  

People’s:  Ann Taylor, Ascha Saraswat and Mack Saraswat 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                 
@Newycathedral 

mailto:katherinebowyer@newcastleanglican.org.au
mailto:katherinebowyer@newcastleanglican.org.au
mailto:cathedral@newcastlecathedral.org.au
http://www.newcastlecathedral.org.au/
mailto:familyministry@newcastlecathedral.org.au


 

 
 
 
 

 


